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Punjab Education The study was designed to analyze the quality of education between public

Foundation, Quality| and PEF School at elementary level in southern Punjab. Main objective of
of Education, Public

the study was: To identify standard of quality education between Public

la)nilI')EIE School, and PEF school: To compare the quality of education between Public and
Pu th 11:‘Vate PEF school. This research was guantitative and descriptive in nature. The

arinersap, target population was 120 Public &~ PEF elementary schools in five districts
Southern Punjab

(Bahawalpur, Bahawalnagar, Multan, Rahim Yar Khan &~ Loclhran) of the

southern Punjab. A sample size of 410 respondents was used over random

sampling techniques. The results of study provide significant information
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INTRODUCTION

The economy's most important sector is education because it gives people the knowledge, they need
to analyze their economic shortcomings in the past, plan for their ideals in future, and understand
how to take aclvantage of their resources (Qazi, QOQO) In all sectors of life, education is crucial, as
we all know. The quality of education is without a doubt, most important component of it nowadays
(Faiz, Sheikh & Asadullah, 9091) Achieving necessary 8oa1s of trans{orming individuals into useful

members of the society and responsible citizens of their country depends on cultivating in people a
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true sensibility, which is vital for quality education to accomplish. Raising educational standards
has been the sul)ject of many international agreements and declarations. Six ol)jectives were set for
improving education quality during world education forum in Dakar (2020). According to Afridi
(2022), Pakistan may achieve quality education if its resources are used more effectively. Ahmed
and Shahzad (QOQI) claimed that the most effective utilization of resources can increase academic
standards. But it raises the issue of how educational guality is judged. Educators have addressed
theoretical barriers in this way. When deciding on necessary standards of quality, the indicators are
vital. Ammarah (2020) explains that indicators are used to assess progress made toward objectives.
Indicators act as scale to evaluate change, reflection of major system components, and recognition of
problematic circamstances.

In draft document for Pakistan's finalized national education policg, Bedi (QOIS) identified the five
keg pillars of qualitg. These include the curriculum, yeaclings, exams, pro{essors, and environment on
campus. The quality of education is likely one of major problems facing the industry, and teachers
may be crucial to society, the nation, and educating the future generation in values of such societies.
Teachers must have a firm understanding of quality and adhere to their own practices to be able to
give pupils a high-qguality education. It is essential to achieve objective of acquiring a high-quality
education. This study evaluated the instructors' behaviors and perceptions in order to attain quality
instruction. Through multitude of non~pyo{it, non~commercial initiatives like FAS, EVS, and NSP, the
Punjab Education Foundation (PEF) supports free and high-quality education in compliance with
Punjab education foundation act of 2004. PEF is dramatically transforming rural Punjab by offering
free education to less privileged. Punjab Government launched and approved the public-School
Support Program (PSSP) through Board of Directors (BOD) of Punjab education foundation in order
to ensure education guality in public schools that were not performing well. This nonprofit program
aims to provide free, top-notch education in currently operating public schools with aid of business

community (Dave, C20(.20)

Objectives of Study
1. To identify standard of quality education between public and Punjab education foundation
(PEF) schools.
2. To check the guality of the education between the public and Punjab education foundation
(PEF) schools.
). To compare the quality of the education between public and Punjab education foundation
(PEF) schools.
4. To recommend the policies about the quality of public and Punjab education foundation
(PEF) schools.
LITERATURE REVIEW

The education is a tool that helps people become social creatures, it should be every nation's top
priority. The history demonstrates that education produces individuals with a variety of knowledge
according to societal need, which has redefined education as a critical component for the country's
socioeconomic development because it generates skilled workers, education appears to be key to

f . . . . .
country's success at moment. Nations that have turned education into business are better at growing
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their economies. The education is the keq to creating responsil)le, capa]ole, and sociallg beneficial
citizens (Khan & Hou, QOQQ) The most important hidden element in converting 800(1 educational
concepts into outcomes is leadership. In the event of a catastrophic emergency, leaders at all levels
from secretaries of education departments to head teachers in every school need to work together to
create an educational system that will be functional in medium term. Punjab must raise education

spending if it is to meet its goals in education, and long~term policy consistency is required (Rizvi &

Khamis, QOQO)

The government to increase access, equity and quality, it will be impossible to accomplish enormous
task of involving and supporting Non-State Providers (NSPs) on its own. Through the Public Private
Partnerships (PPP), greater care is taken to support autonomous academic leadership as well as the
financial, administrative, and management empowerment of the private sector. The intention is to
create synchronization and synergy based on trust that leads to a win-win situation in the long run.
Based on PEF practices and data, PPP seems to be very successtul. Effective private sector leadership
made feasible by public sector support results in better learning outcomes, fewer dropouts, assured
teacher presence, and zero absenteeism (Tamim, 2091). In this linking, framework of the curriculum
is built to promote knowledge activities that are based on several vital facets of kids learning and
8rowth in diverse circumstances for desired outcome. The curriculum framework supports educators
in creating practices, lessons, and activities that support kids growth in language and interaction
skills, emotional, social, and personal development, appreciation for the world, and appealing and
creative sense. The physical development and mobility activities are also included in curriculum

(Asad etal, 90‘2?).

In Pakistan, PEF schools provide instruction at both public and private establishments. It has been
demonstrated to a notable extent. These schools are funded by regional and federal rules. What sets
the private PEF schools apart from public PEF school system is that they are free to operate without
interference from government and are not subject to any type of oversight or control. The teachers
at privately managed, local, independent schools receiving training to upgrade their knowledge,
capabilities and administrative skills. Similarly, in urban areas, a significant portion of PEF schools,
kindergartens, and nurseries are operated by private groups. A few private schools have recently
openecl in the rural areas (Anwer & Reiss, QOQQ) Mondal and Islam (QOQD identified parent and
community support as critical component in the development of improved academic achievement.
They were able to highlight five key aspects of parent-community support such as the necessity of
school~a8e children l)eing appyopriatelg preparecl, yegulay parent~chi1c1 interface and community
and school involvement in scenarios pertinent to highlighted location. In addition to playing the
significant roles in school governance, community and parents offered support in a number of ways

towards transformation.

Numerous academics have found numerous methods for involving the community to enhance the
eﬂicacq of educational process. Rind and Knight (QOQQ) investigatecl the effects of charter schools
on the children who attended them as well as local public schools. He was able to observe notable
improvements in test scores for students from both public and charter schools by leveling up schools
with the use of Michigan's standardized testing systems. He also proved that test scores for students
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attending charter schools did not rise or even fall in contrast to students attending public schools.
The study aimed to examine the physical infrastructure of both public and PEF schools. Consider
the availa]oilitq of classrooms, libraries, laboratories, and other essential facilities. The stuclg aimed
to compare the curriculum followed by public and PEF schools and look for adherence to national
educational standards and the inclusion of the relevant su]ojects. The studg in question emplogecl
exogenous modifications resulting from Michigan's charter law to ascertain the impact of charter
schools on public education. The study aimed to analyze student performance in standardized tests
and exams to gauge the effectiveness of the educational process. The results of the study, however,
indicated that there was no appreciable impact of the charter schools on test scores in neighboring
public schools.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Research Design

The chosen and planned methods of exploring social reality or the planned arrangement of how to
solve the research topic organized in such a way as to optimize research outcomes are referred to as
research design (Omari, 2011). Descriptive research and guantitative method were adopted, and a
guestionnaire was used as tool for data collection. The survey method of the descriptive method was
the process of this study. A sample was randomly selected from public and PEF elementary level in
southern Punjab.

Population of Study

The community from which sample is actually obtained is known as accessible population, whereas
the target population is the group that a researcher would like results of a study to be generalized
(Gag et al, 201D). As a population of the study five (D) districts of southern Punjab (Bahawalpur,
Bahawalnagar, Multan, RY-Khan, Loclhyan). Population of studg comprise teachers of public and
PEF schools in southern Punjab. Both male and female schools from urban and rural areas included

in the populations.

Sampling & Sampling Techniques

Mugenda and Mugenda (201D), sampling is carefully selecting the sub group from the accessible
population so as to be representative of population with relevant characteristics. When researcher
wants to find informants who can provide relevant information, they use the sampling techniques
(Vos et al, 2003). Randomly sampling was used. At first stage, list of public and PEF elementary
school was prepared. Then one hundred twenty schools from southern Punjab taken as sample, sixty
PEF and sixty public schools will be selected as a sample. The sample size will be conducting four
hundred ten teachers.

Development of Research Tool

A Self — developed guestionnaire was used as tool of the study. The questionnaire consisted of two
parts. First part was related to the demographic information of respondents and schools included in
sample of the study. Second part included a list of items along with a check list on five~point scale

that were related to the status of the physical facilities in the school. It was assumed that the school
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teachers will report accurate position of facilities available in school objectively. Questionnaire
had 51 items. The list of items included in questionnaire covered the aspects; Infrastructure related
items, teaching process related items, students process related items and parents process related
items included.

Validity of Research Tool

The validity of the research tool was guaranteed by the expert opinion method by requesting them
to point out any problem or vagueness in the instrument. Thus, the suggestions made by them were
followed and the ordered of some questions was changed. The language of statement was making
more comprehensive.

Data Analysis
The statistical software like SPSS was used to evaluate the data obtained from the questionnaires by
using the following methods: Frequency, percentage, mean score, standard deviation and t-test; and

one~way ANOVA.

RESULTS OF STUDY

Table 1 Effective Use of Questions by Teachers in Classroom

Institute Options F % Mean SD
Public SA 71 333 3716 1268
A 85 399
N 7 35
DA 35 164
SDA 15 70
PEF SA 52 264 354 1538
A 81 411
N 5 25
DA 29 198
SDA 20 102

Table shows results about opinions of teachers regarding statement “Fffective use of guestions by
teachers in classroom.” According to data that teacher from public sector of the respondent 7352%
agree, 35% neutral, 234% clisagree hence, mean score (M: 376 SD= 1.968) whereas that teacher
from PEF sector 675% agree, 25% neutral, 30% clisagree later, mean score (M: 354 SD= 1.338)
about the statement. The basic of analysis the study it concluded that both type of school teachers
give highly positive response about the statement that their Effective use of questions by teachers
in the classroom.

Table 2 Students are Given Opportunities to Write Up to their Will.

Institute Options F % Mean SD
Public SA 61 286 365 1571
A 98 460
N 6 28
DA 15 70
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SDA 33 155
PEF SA 46 254 286 1644
A 47 259
N 5 25
DA ) 157
SDA 68 345

The table shows results about opinions of teachers regarding the statement “Students are given
opportunities to write up to their will.” Accorcling to data that teacher from public sector of the
respondent 746% agree, 6 (9.8%) neutral, 225% disagree later, mean score (M= 365 SD= 1,371)
whereas that the teacher from PEF sector 47.3% agree, 2% neutral, 50.2% disagree hence, mean
score (M= 286 SD= 1.644) about the statement. In this connection, the basic of analgsis the studg it
concluded that the public school of teachers give highly positive and PEF school teachers’ slightly
positive response about the concerned statement that their students are given opportunities to write
up to their will.

Table 3 Teacher requires in Service Training

Institute Options F % Mean SD
Public SA 72 358 556 1448
A 69 324
N 8 38
DA 34 160
SDA 30 141
PEF SA 59 2090 341 1495
A 72 365
N 7 56
DA 21 107
SDA 38 193

Table shows results about opinions of teachers regarding the statement “Teacher requires in service
training." According to data that teacher from public sector of the respondent 662% agree, 38%
neutral, 301% clisagree hence, mean score (M= 356 SD= 1448) whereas that teacher from PEF
sector 66.4% agree, 36% neutral, 30% clisagree hence, mean score (M: 347 SD= 1.493) about
statement. Basic of analysis study it concluded that public school of teachers give highly positive
and PEF school teachers’ slightly positive response about the statement that their teacher requires
in service training,.

DISCUSSION

According to the National Education Commission (2020), teachers make any educational system
better. Teachers are undoubtedly the most important component of every educational institution,
according to (Awan & Akmal, 2021) another complaint is that new instructors lack the essential
pedagogical skills and knowledge. Teachers lack enthusiasm for their jobs even after choosing the
teaching as a vocation and think that once they enter the profession, they will stay there forever.
The Association for Teacher Education in Furope (2000) notes in its policy paper titled "the quality
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of teachers" that the caliber of instructors affects both caliber of schools and the learning of pupils
(Cooperation & Development, 2021). Both the public schools and teacher education curricula are
subject to criticism in Pakistan. Curricula for teacher education are regarded as being out of date
and unprepared for the needs of information era. Students are not prepared for the market by school
curriculum. After selecting exam topics, and students turn up. The teachers pursue this curriculum
solely to acquire degrees rather than to gain knowledge. Qazi (2020), the situation of the current
curriculum in schools is It goes without saying that the development of individual and the caliber of
his behavior in diverse life situations are central to all educational aims. These students have many
difficulties and find they are unable to match the demands of workplace when they graduate and
enter the profession.

PEF schools, on other hand, are privately run but receive government financing to offer education to
children from low-income households. PEF schools are required to pyovicle 11i8h~qualitg instruction
in accordance with government criteria. Since it aims to address problems in the public schools and
raise standard of education offered to pupils, this educational model has grown in favor in recent
years. It is crucial to remember that level of parental and community involvement, the accessibility
of resources, expertise and training of teachers, the curriculum, and teaching strategies employed
all have an impact on the quality of education in any given school. Regardless of whether they are
public or PEF schools, these elements can differ significantly amongst individual schools (Malik,
2022). There is a need to evaluate the effectiveness of monitoring and evaluation mechanisms in
both sectors and consider presence of regulatoyg bodies and their role in ensuring and improving
the quality of education. As a result, the academic program's main focus must be the individual
within his or her social context. Literature and academic clisciplines are the main emphasis of our
present curriculum. Our entire educational strategy's primary objectives are to teach the texts and

advance the clisciplines.

CONCLUSION

The researcher should compare the quality of instruction at elementary level in southern Punjab
between public and PEF schools, it was decided based on findings. The quality of education offered
]og PEF School and pu]olic schools is a factor in this work. When comparing pu]:)lic and PEF schools
at elementary level, researchers looked at quality of instruction. According to this study's findings,
the majority of instructors believe that public schools offer superior learning environments in terms
of building, religious values, computer labs, questioning strategies, student character development,
and chances to speak in English. These factors all contribute to public schools' overall improvement
in educational quality. To improve teachers' abilities, public schools also provide teacher training
programs. Teachers' teaching methods have improved thanks to the training programs offered by
public schools, which has improved educational experience for students. The majority of teachers
who responded said that PEF schools are superior in terms of the library, computer lab, midterm test,
discipline, extracurricular activities, and parent-teacher meetings to enhance the standard of the
education in the PEF schools. To monitor caliber of instruction at PEF School, a monitoring system

was implemented.
P
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Recommendation

1. Infrastructure: A key element in assessing the educational excellence of the school is its
infrastructure. It covers the structure’s state as well as accessil)ilitg of amenities like parks,
libraries, and laboratories and clean water. Due to lack of finance, public schools in Southern
Punjab may have poor infrastructure, whereas PEF schools may have better infrastructure
thanks to private funding.

2. Teacher Quality: An important component of education is the teacher quality. Teachers in
public schools might not be as well-trained or qualified as those in the PEF schools, where
teachers are hired based on their qualifications, experience, and education.

3. Curriculum: Another crucial element in determining the quality of education is the school's
curriculum. Comparecl to pu]olic schools, PEF schools might offer wider range of courses and
have access to greater resources.

4. Class Size: The quality of education is also significantly influenced by student-teacher ratio.
Due to scarce resources, public schools may have bigger class sizes, but PEF schools may have
smaller classrooms, allowing for more individualized attention.

5. Monitor and evaluate the quality of education: The government should set up a method to
frequently check and assess quality of instruction in public schools. This will make it easier
to spot areas that need improvement and pledge that every kid receives quality education.
To maintain a focus on the student and foster critical thinking and active involvement, PEF
schools should review and enhance their teaching approaches regularly.

6. Focus in English language: Public and PEF schools are required to make an attempt to help
students learn English. The teachers must be required to receive training in accordance with
the recently modified new curriculum. It must be conducting the training for basic teaching

in southern Punjab.
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