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The aim of this study was to investigate the influence of school environment 

on ethical socialization of secondary school students. The research employed 
an observational survey design, utilizing cross-sectional technique to gather 

data. A self-developed questionnaire was used to collect information from 

132 randomly selected school heads (66 from government boys' secondary 
schools and 66 from government girls' secondary schools) regarding their 

respective school environments. The quantitative data collected were coded 
and analyzed using inferential and descriptive statistics over SPSS software. 

The qualitative data underwent thematic analysis, & codes were assigned. 

The findings revealed a statistically significant difference in the existence of 
factors within the school environment based on administrative experience of 

school heads. Besides, a strong relationship was observed between the school 
environment and students' ethical socialization, indicating significant impact 

of the school environment on students' ethical development that provides the 

clues to policy-makers for revisiting their policies along with direction toward 
future research.      
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INTRODUCTION 

According to Reiss (1999), the individuals do not exist in the moral or ethical isolation; instead, they 

develop within specific moral traditions. The adherence to certain moral and civic norms, as well as 
the display of particular qualities, is contingent upon shared beliefs among nation's citizens (Althof 

& Berkowitz, 2008). In today's society, technology is exerting major influence while maintaining an 

upright position, impacting both science and technology (Afzal & Rafiq, 2022). The rapid growth 
of science and technology in education, coupled with increasing complexity of society, underscores 
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relevance of moral principles and ethics and their benefits for society (Brown & Penelope, 2012). 
Throughout the 19th century, schools played a crucial role in the socialization of young individuals 

worldwide. In sociology, process through which individuals deeply ingrained in society's dominant 
ways of life attempt towards influence others who are less familiar with them is referred to as the 

"socialization (Rafiq, Afzal & Kamran, 2022)." Schools serve as socialization agents, with students 

being the population subjected to this process. Additionally, students familiarize one another with 
the norms and customs of student life beyond the classroom (Afzal & Rafiq, 2022). Undoubtedly, 

one of the primary aspects of education, if not the most crucial, is the school environment's effort to 
facilitate student socialization.  
 

Durkheim, an early sociologist, believed that in contemporary civilizations, the primary purpose of 
education was to instill good moral habits in children. He suggested that schools should be designed 

to help children develop self-control, ability to form bonds with others and necessary independence 

for creativity (Inhorn & Marcia, 2014). Towards the end of 20th century, environmental psychology 
focused on understanding school environments, particularly in terms of practical aspects such as 

ergonomics and architecture, considering the physical characteristics of school environment and its 
role in the teaching-learning process (Kamran, Afzal & Rafiq, 2022). This approach also explored 

connection amid school environment and academic performance (Holahan, 2008). However, issues 

in the planning and administration of educational spaces extend beyond conventional challenges 
related to improving the teaching-learning process. Research has indicated that improvements in 

physical environment can lead to decrease in harmful or aggressive behaviors commonly observed 

in schools (Steffgen et al., 2016; Rafiq, Afzal & Kamran, 2022). The physical, social, and academic 

aspects of school environments, and administrative structure, are linked to the well-being of students 

(Corral & Verdugo, 2015).  
 

There is an increasing number of empirical studies that highlight influence of educational settings 

on student ethical socialization. For instance, research has shown significant and robust relationship 
between the safe school environments and student ethics (Kutsyuruba et al., 2017; Kamran, Afzal & 

Rafiq, 2022). The physical conditions, including factors such as density, privacy, activity areas, open 
spaces, and green spaces, play a crucial role in creating the healthy learning environment. Several 

studies have demonstrated that physical aspects of the school environment, such as noise, lighting, 

color, temperature, humidity, decoration, and furniture, can impact students' behavior due to the 

specific properties associated with these factors (Amerigo & Olivos, 2010; Kamran, Afzal & Rafiq, 

2022). While evidence of these effects has been found, the findings are not considered conclusive. 
The architecture of school environment can directly influence children's behavior and cognitive, 

social, and emotional development (Moore et al., 2010). In other words, classroom is seen as didactic 

agent that contributes to creating an ideal physical environment for the teaching-learning process, 
fostering development of students' talents, moral growth & social skills, while promoting autonomy 

for teachers and students. 
 

The school environment, referred to as "dimensions of school climate," encompasses three primary 

categories: like physical, academic, and social. These categories form the conceptual framework that 

represents a multidimensional construction of the elements and conditions necessary for a good or 
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safe school environment (Rafiq, Afzal & Kamran, 2022). The rapid growth of science & technology 
in education, coupled with the increasing complexity of society, underscores the relevance of moral 

principles and ethics and benefits for society (Brown & Penelope, 2012). Students who struggle to 
acquire these ethical social skills face disciplinary consequences when their behavior deviates from 

expected norms. The research conducted by Lundberg (2015) found a positive impact of the school 

environment on students' ethical, moral, & social skills (Kutsuruba et al., 2017). Children in Pakistan 
spend a significant amount of time in the school, approximately five hours a day for about 243 days 

each year, totaling nearly 985 hours, excluding extracurricular activities and school-related tasks 
like homework. This approach explored the connection between school environment and academic 

performance (Rafiq et at., 2022). Starting from an early age, children often spend the majority of 

their days, and sometimes their entire lives, in school. Prior to formal education, families play crucial 
role in socializing children.  
 

In Pakistan, secondary school level incorporates moral education into public education programs, 

reflecting a longstanding history of ethical and moral education. The early public education system 
in Pakistan was influenced by Confucian ideas on self-cultivation, intertwining moral knowledge 

and skills with schooling (Moore et al., 2006). With changes occurring in modern world, including 

Pakistani culture, the importance of ethical and moral education has become even more prominent 
(Bauer, 2014). Schools serve as socialization agents, with students being the population subjected to 

this process. Additionally, students familiarize one another with norms and customs of student life 
beyond classroom (Afzal & Rafiq, 2022). Moral education in Pakistani schools beyond teaching 

mental academic objects and places greater emphasis on students' social and moral development. In 

addition to family and school, significant social institutions such as media, peer groups, religion, and 
legal system play essential roles in socialization (Rafiq, Afzal & Kamran, 2022). So, it is crucial to 

conduct study that measures ethical and moral competences in the secondary school students in 
Pakistan, grounded in both theory and empirical evidence. Thus, researcher has chosen the topic of " 

effect of school environment on the ethical socialization of students at the secondary school level" 

(Benner & Nikolova, 2016). 
 

Problem Statement 

In Pakistan, there has been an ongoing discussion among the educational leaders, teachers, school 
counselors, social workers, and other stakeholders about ethical behavior of students both within 

their peer groups and at home. It is widely believed that schools are currently failing to provide 

students with the necessary social and ethical skills, resulting in unethical behavior and a lack of 
moral development. This deficiency in social and ethical skills impacts important moral attributes 

such as the honor, values, honesty, fairness, responsibility, conscience, integrity, and righteousness. 
Students who struggle to acquire these ethical social skills face disciplinary consequences when 

their behavior deviates from expected norms. The school environment plays crucial role in shaping 

the development of ethical skills in students. However, in Pakistan, educational institutions at all 
levels are falling short in achieving fundamental educational goals, including the cultivation of 

moral values, life skills, social skills, economic literacy, religious understanding, and spiritual 
growth among students. Therefore, the researcher has chosen topic of "exploring the effect of school 

environment on ethical socialization of students at secondary school level in the Lahore Division" to 
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gain insights into this issue and understand the impact of the school environment on the ethical 
development of students. 
 

Objectives & Questions 

1. Explore the effect of the school environment on the ethical socialization of students at the 

secondary school level. 
2. Find out the effect of the physical environment of school on the ethical socialization (moral, 

behavioral, cultural conformity) of students at the secondary school level. 

3. Is there any effect of school environment on ethical socialization of students at the secondary 
school level? 

4. How physical school environment effect ethical socialization (moral, behavioral, cultural 
conformity) of students at the secondary school level? 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The term "school environment" refers to range of interactions that occur within a school community 

and are shaped by the structural, individual, and functional elements of the educational institution, 

giving each school its distinct character (Fraser, 2014). Socialization is an ongoing process through 
which individuals acquire social skills, values, and expected behaviors that align with specific roles 

within society. Within school environments, three main categories physical, intellectual, and social 
directly or indirectly impact students' ability to learn and engage in social and academic settings 

(Fraser, 2014). Previous research has emphasized the importance of school environment in shaping 

students' ethical socialization. The classroom serves as a space where essential educational resources 
are delivered & students and teachers interact, utilizing furniture that supports individual or group 

study. Recent research suggests that certain aspects of physical classroom environment are linked 
with student attitudes, satisfaction, and perceptions of course quality (Han et al., 2019). Schoolyard 

encompasses areas where students engage in the civic, recreational, educational, and food-related 

activities. Studies indicate that playgrounds have positive influence on children's cognitive growth 
and their sense of the school connectedness (Basaran & Dilbil, 2017; Zaki, Rafiq & Afzal, 2023). 

Libraries provide students with a well-equipped space for reading, studying, and accessing school's 
bibliographic collection.  
 

Research demonstrates that assessing the learning environment of the school library can reveal its 

positive impact on students' academic achievement and ethical socialization (Schultz Jones, 2011). 

The teacher-student relationship is vital academic interaction that lies at the core of the teaching-
learning process within educational settings. Affective engagement and effective communication 

between teachers and students are crucial for fostering a supportive relationship and the healthy 
classroom learning environment (Poulou, 2014; Roorda et al., 2016; Afzal, Rafiq & Kanwal, 2023). 

Types of Socialization occurs within social structures that act as agents of socialization. In addition to 

the family and school, significant social institutions such as media, peer groups, religion, and the 
legal system play essential roles in socialization. The childhood socialization involves two forms: 

primary and secondary socialization (Fraser, 2015). In this connection, the primary socialization takes 
place within home, where children develop their unique identity, language, and cognitive skills. 

Consequently, families socialize children into specific moral frameworks, cultural values, and social 
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responsibilities. The factors such as socioeconomic status, ethnicity, religion and culture significantly 
shape primary socialization. 
 

Secondary Socialization: Secondary socialization refers to social learning that occurs when children 

join other social institutions, such as schools. In educational environments, children's socialization is 
influenced by the characteristics of the school, teachers, and peer groups. Although the family 

continues to play significant role in the children's socialization when they start school, other factors 

become leading as well (Fraser, 2015). Studies have shown that elements of physical environment, 
such as classrooms and schoolyards, impact students' behavior, attitudes, and academic outcomes 

(Han et al., 2019; Basaran & Dilbil, 2017; Zaki, Rafiq & Afzal, 2023). Additionally, the quality of 

student-teacher relationships has been identified as crucial factor in creating a supportive learning 

environment and fostering students' ethical growth (Poulou, 2014; Roorda et al., 2016; Afzal, Rafiq 

& Kanwal, 2023). However, there is a growing concern in Pakistan that schools are not adequately 
addressing social and ethical skills development, leading to unethical behavior among students. 

The existing educational system falls short in fulfilling the basic goals of moral values, life skills, 
social skills, and other essential aspects of education (Bertoglia, 2008). This highlights the need for 

further research to explore the effect of school environment on ethical socialization at secondary 

school level in the Lahore Division, providing insights into how schools can better promote ethical 
development among students. 
 

Figure 1: Conceptual Framework of Study 

 
 

Bauer and Brown, (2010: 435) describes the ethical socialization as “it is a process through which 

individual learn social and moral values through their environment to become responsible citizen”. 
Larson and Ryan, (2009: 65) defines the ethical socialization of students as “ethical socialization is a 

process over which student learns moral values and social norms though the school environment to 

become the civilize person of the society” (Dunn & Rouse, 2016). Ethical socialization encompasses 
three components related to the conformity of an ideal pupil's identity. The first component is moral 

conformity, which involves learners internalizing desired understanding of good and evil. Teachers 
play a crucial role in promoting this form of socialization by emphasizing values such as hard work, 

equality, and kindness (Pierre, 2018). The second component is behavioral conformity, which refers 
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to the physical self-regulations’ students need to adopt in order to fit in with the school community. 
Examples of behavioral conformity include raising one's hand to ask questions, sitting still during 

lessons, respecting personal boundaries, and following proper procedures such as queuing for a 
drink of water (Pierre, 2018). In this linking, the third component is the cultural conformity, through 

which children learn about the accepted viewpoints and expressive styles within their society. This 

process exposes them to value the cultural knowledge and societal norms about what is considered 
valuable (Pierre, 2018). 
 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

A descriptive research design was employed in this study, utilizing a survey approach and a cross-

sectional technique to collect data. Target population consisted of all 892 government secondary 

schools in Lahore Division, including 419 government girls' secondary schools and 473 government 
boys' secondary schools. Data were collected from a randomly selected sample of 132 schools, with 

equal representation from both genders (66 boys' schools and 66 girls' schools). The school heads of 
these selected schools completed a self-developed questionnaire to provide the information about 

their school environment. Besides, researcher observed ethical socialization of 10 randomly selected 

grade 10 students (5 boys & 5 girls) from each of selected secondary schools using a self-developed 
observational checklist.  
 

The research instruments were validated by experts from different universities and the research 

committee of the researcher's university. Feedback received from the experts led to modifications in 

the tools, which were then used for the final data collection process. The quantitative data collected 

were organized and coded, while the thematic analysis was conducted for the qualitative data. The 
codes were assigned to qualitative data, and coded data were entered into computer for analysis. In 

this connection, based on assumptions, inferential and descriptive statistics were applied using SPSS 

software version 22 to analyze data. Thus, the results obtained from the analysis are presented in the 
following tables. 
 

DATA ANALYSIS 

 

Table 1 Correlational analysis to analyze the effect of school environment on ethical socialization 
of students, (N=132) 

Variable R SIG 

Schools’ Environment  .708(**) .012 
Ethical Socialization   

** Correlation is significant at P=.05  
 

According to findings presented in Table 1, the calculated significance value (sig) of .012 is greater 
than the predetermined significance level of .05. This indicates statistically significant relationship 

between schools' environment and ethical socialization of students. Moreover, generated correlation 

coefficient (r) of .708 suggests a strong positive association between the two variables. Based on 
these results, it can be concluded that school environment has a substantial impact on the ethical 

socialization of students. 
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Table 2 Analysis of Variance for Analysis to Determine Demographic wise Differences in Opinion 
of Schools’ Heads’ Opinions about School’s Environment  

Variables  SS DF MS F SIG 

Qualification Between Groups 16.477 12 1.373 1.059 .060 
Within Groups 34.333 119 .289   

Total 50.811 131    
Experience Between Groups 91.184 12 7.599 6.579 .000 

Within Groups 137.444 119 1.155   
Total 228.629 131    

Gender Gender n M SD t df sig 

Male 66 92.61 5.044 2.297 130 .123 

 Female 66 94.76 5.698 -2.297   

     P=0.05 
 

The findings presented in Table 2 provide insights into the analysis conducted. The calculated F-

value of 1.059 is lower than the table value of 1.82 at df (132), and the calculated significance value 

(sig) of .060 is greater than the predetermined significance level of .05. This suggests that there is no 
statistically significant difference in opinions based on qualification. On other hand, calculated F-

value of 6.579 is higher than table value of 1.82 at df (132), and the calculated sig of .000 is less than 
.05. This indicates that there is a significant difference in opinions based on experience. However, 

when examining opinions based on gender, calculated t-value of 2.297 is greater than table value 

of 1.976 at df (130), but calculated sig of .123 is higher than .05, indicating no statistically significant 

difference. Based on these results, it can be concluded that heads of different qualifications and 

genders hold similar opinions regarding effect and practices of schools' environment for students' 
ethical socialization. However, heads with varying levels of experience have differing opinions. To 

determine which specific experience level yields different opinions about environmental factors, a 

chi-square test was conducted. 
 

Table 3 Chi-square to Know Difference in Opinion of Heads about Availability of Physical Factor 
(Indicator of Schools’ Environment) 

    Chi-square=141.263, DF=4, sig=000 

Experience Count Existence of Physical Factors Total  

   SD D N A SA  

< 20 Year Count 0 0 0 1 12 13 

% within Exp .0% .0% .0% 7.7% 92.3% 100.0% 
16 - 20 year Count 8 1 4 10 0 23 

% within Exp 34.8% 4.3% 17.4% 43.5% .0% 100.0% 

11-15 Year Count 0 1 13 10 0 24 
% within Exp .0% 4.1% 54.2% 41.7% .0% 100.0% 

6-10 Year Count 6 16 9 5 0 36 
% within Exp 16.7% 44.4% 25.0% 13.9% .0% 100.0% 

< 6Year Count 22 8 6 0 0 36 

% within Exp 61.1% 22.2% 16.7% .0% .0% 100.0% 
Total Count 36 21 34 29 12 132 

 % within Exp 27.3% 15.9% 25.8% 22.0% 9.1% 100.0% 
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The results presented in Table 3 indicate that calculated chi-square (χ2) value of 141.263 is greater 

than the table value of 9.488 at df (4), and the calculated significance value (sig) of .000 is less than 
predetermined significance level of .05. This advises that there is statistically significant difference 

in the opinions of school heads based on experience regarding the availability of physical factors 
(Indicator of Schools' Environment) in their schools. Therefore, school heads with different levels of 

experience hold varying opinions about presence of physical factors in their schools. Besides, the 

table shows that school heads with over 20 years of administrative experience strongly agreed that 
physical factors of school's environment exist in their schools and are being properly implemented 

for students' ethical socialization.  
 

Among heads with 16-20 years of experience, 43.5% (10) agreed, while 54.2% (13) of heads with 
11-15 years of experience remained silent and did not provide a definitive statement regarding 

physical factors. In contrast, 44.4% (16) of heads disagreed, and 61.1% (22) of the heads strongly 
disagreed that physical factors of school's environment were present in their schools. In conclusion, it 

can be inferred that in the schools where a minority of heads are present, physical factors of the 

school environment exist and are being properly implemented for the students' ethical socialization. 
In this connection, to further explore the extent to which students are ethically socialized in schools 

in diverse situations, where physical factors of environment are present and properly practiced, a 
chi-square test was conducted.  
 

Table 4 Chi-square Analysis for Analysis to Know Students’ Level of Ethical Socialization 

Existence Count Level of Students’ Ethical Socialization Total 

   High Moderate Low  

Strongly Agree Count 12 1 0 13 
% within Exis. 92.3% 7.7.0% .0% 100.0% 

Agree Count 2 9 5 16 
% within Exis. 12.5% 56.3% 31.2% 100.0% 

Nuetral Count 2 15 12 29 
% within Exis. 6.9% 51.7% 41.4% 100.0% 

Disagree Count 1 16 21 38 
% within Exis. 2.6% 42.1% 55.3% 100.0% 

Strongly 

Disagree 

Count 0 2 34 36 

% within Exis. .0% 5.6% 94.4% 100.0% 
Total Count 18 40 74 132 

 % within Exis. 13.6% 30.3% 56.1% 100.0% 

   Chi-square=21.625, DF=2, sig=020 
 

The results presented in Table 3 indicate that calculated chi-square (χ2) value of 21.625 is greater 

than the table value of 5.991 at df (2), and the calculated significance value (sig) of .020 is less than 

the predetermined significance level of .05. This suggests that there is a statistically significant 
difference in the level of students' ethical socialization based on the existence of school environment 

factors. Therefore, the presence or absence of specific factors in school environment has an impact on 

the ethical socialization of students. Additionally, Table 4 indicates that school heads who strongly 

agreed that physical factors of the school's environment existed and were being properly practiced 
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reported a very high level of ethical socialization among their students. This is attributed to a great 
extent of moral, behavioral, and social conformity observed in these students. Majority of heads who 

simply agreed that physical factors existed and were being practiced properly reported a moderate 
level of ethical socialization among students, indicating a significant degree of moral, behavioral, 

and social conformity. 
 

On the other hand, majority of the heads who did not provide any input regarding the existence 

and practices of physical factors in the school environment also reported a moderate level of ethical 

socialization among their students, suggesting some degree of moral, behavioral, as well as social 
conformity, though to the lesser extent. In contrast, majority of the heads who disagreed or strongly 

disagreed about the existence and practice of the physical factors reported a low level of ethical 
socialization among their students, indicating very little or no moral, behavioral, as well as social 

conformity. It can be inferred that in the schools where a minority of heads are present, physical 

factors of the school environment exist and are being properly implemented for the students' ethical 
socialization. In summary, the findings highlight the significant impact of the presence and proper 

practice of physical factors in the school environment on the level of ethical socialization among 
students. Therefore, the schools where these factors are acknowledged and implemented properly 

exhibit higher levels of ethical socialization, characterized by greater moral, behavioral, and social 

conformity among students. 
 

DISCUSSION 

The present study aimed to examine the impact of the school environment on ethical socialization of 
secondary school students. Findings revealed significant results that contribute to our understanding 

of the relationship between school environment and students' ethical development. This discussion 

will focus on the key findings and their implications. The results of the study demonstrated a strong 
effect of the school environment on students' ethical socialization. The statistical analysis revealed a 

significant relationship between the school environment and ethical socialization, indicating that 
the quality and characteristics of the school environment play a crucial role in shaping students' 

moral values, behavior, and social conformity. This finding emphasizes the importance of creating a 

positive and supportive environment within educational institutions. An important aspect of the 
school environment examined in this study was the physical factors. It was observed that physical 

factors like well-designed classrooms, engaging school yards and well-equipped libraries contribute 

to students' cognitive development, sense of school connection, and academic achievement. These 

findings underscore the significance of providing a conducive physical environment that supports 

students' ethical socialization. 
 

Furthermore, the study explored the role of the teacher-student relationship in shaping students' 
ethical development. It was found that the teachers who emphasized ethical values, hard work, 

equality, and kindness had a significant impact on students' ethical socialization. This highlights the 

influential role of teachers in modeling ethical behavior and instilling moral values in students. The 
study emphasizes the need for the professional development programs and support for teachers to 

effectively promote ethical values in classroom. The study also examined the role of school heads in 
creating and maintaining an ethical school environment. In this linking, the results indicated that 
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school heads' opinions and actions significantly influence the school environment and subsequently 
impact students' ethical socialization. Therefore, while no significant differences were found based 

on qualification or gender, experience-wise analysis revealed varying perspectives among school 
heads. Those with extensive administrative experience strongly agreed that physical factors of the 

school environment were present and effectively practiced, leading towards higher levels of ethical 

socialization among students. 
 

CONCLUSION 

This study sheds light on the significant impact of school environment on the ethical socialization of 
secondary school students. The findings highlight the importance of a positive and supportive 

school environment in shaping the students' moral values, behavior and social conformity. The study 

underscores the role of physical factors, such as the well-designed classrooms and engaging school 
yards, in facilitating students' cognitive development and sense of school connection. Additionally, 

the study emphasizes the influential role of teachers in modeling ethical behavior and instilling 
moral values in students. Furthermore, the study reveals the significance of school heads in creating 

and maintaining an ethical school environment. School heads' opinions and actions are found to 

significantly influence school environment, and their experience plays a role in their perspectives 
on the presence and practices of physical factors in school environment. The study highlights the 

need for continued professional development programs and care for teachers to effectively promote 
ethical values in the classroom. 
 

Recommendations 

Based on these findings, it is recommended that educational institutions prioritize the creation of a 
positive school environment by providing well-designed facilities & resources. The teachers should 

be empowered and supported to promote ethical values and social conformity among students. 

Furthermore, selecting and nurturing school heads who understand the importance of the ethical 
socialization and are committed to creating a supportive and ethical school environment is crucial. 

By implementing these recommendations, educational institutions can foster an environment that 
facilitates the ethical development of the students, contributing to their overall well-being and 

character formation. Ultimately, the study highlights the significance of the school environment in 

nurturing the students' ethical values, attitude and behaviors, which are essential for their personal 
growth and future success. 
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